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Date: November 17, 2020 
 
To:  NOHA Associations and Single Entry Teams 
        COVID-19 Communication Contacts  
 
From:  Sue Shepherdson 
 
Re:  Wearing of Masks – Team Officials 
 
 
It is very discouraging for us to have received a number of reports from Officials in recent days 
about Team Officials (Coaches/Trainers) who are refusing to wear masks behind the bench.   
 
It is a requirement in the Province of Ontario that face masks be worn in indoor public spaces 
and when physical distancing is a challenge.  In addition to this requirement, most Associations 
submitted within their Return to Hockey Plan that face masks would be worn and facilities have 
this same requirement.  
 
Please remind your Team Officials of the requirement to wear masks, and we would recommend 
that they be advised of any additional requirements from your municipality, if applicable (such 
as wearing masks on the ice for practice).  
 
Moving forward, all Officials have been advised of the following procedure where a Team 
Official fails to properly wear their face mask during a game: 
 

1. Issue a warning to all Team Officials of the offending Team; 
2. If they fail to comply, issue the offending Team Official a Game Ejection penalty; 
3. Report the offence to the NOHA. 

a. Any reported offences will be shared with the Association to look into and deal 
with.   

b. Multiple offences will be given to the NOHA Discipline Committee.  
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Sue Shepherdson 
NOHA President 
 
 


